



ABC No Rio 

156 Rivington St 
254-3697 





slamming into tha hiHini-. ,*. DUi J-aozers. Th« wind Is 

ft- «.. Sl'.lsjism'ssv's: whlch shatt « 

a battered guitar case wlrTf « I t ' OU are ca "ying 
''(what «.r. you thlnkina'5 u^/^ J*,!* 1 * CUtters insid « 
that your JELTSSS'JSrE.S* 1 ? T"" P °" ibIy '««•» 
air saxaphone holdln* T~.^h 1 * "' to * ou Paying 
in synch P to a cass.ttVtapf^ck of™' ° f «« ,*"• -^ 
of a bunch of rum drunk *£«! " no-wave music In front 

to be kliu ng S^Xu/EfflJ 7 y 'Pf S " ho Just ha PP«>« d 
to get the fuck out of ?h? see™- T th<llr ««>«"lonal Codots 
of the* liver- for .omethX* ?™!:, for ov<,rdos " «<" cirrhosis 
of unarticulated Nev y.L" "^ ., in , 8 t0 tak * ""' th « "ing 
the cutting of a paolock L %**? " h0 COuld for ««" that 
would unlock a chain „f .v"„ t T„ *"* °J *" ab »don.d showroom 
manifesto? That, years later Wk "S .""" "+ Dada I 

of an angry pranj cats would be" J """M"*'**.- born / 
liberated by art LLT ! ™ d °" d °0"teps / 

with laughter L^Tu^atchLT ESS?" "° Uld — - 
fare and punk rock sandwiches wo^ I ° Vn 5 ° Up kitchen ' 

backyard playground where on. walked thrT^"^,^ P ° Vertys 
dispensing alchahol that leaked .11 ?* scul P tu ™» 

You may ask how is any of this n^,^"? ' h " da,med P lac « ? 
what makes it so inte"r«stln* V . lM " ? " ,5 not - »»•• 
o interesting. Here-s what happened. 




If there is any unifying theme to be found among the 
ever changing multitude of people, ideas and activities 
that have taken place over the 18 year history of ABC NO 
RIO, that theme could be summed :_up as follows: that 
•space' should be defined by those who directly use it in 
the business of living rather than by those who would 
manipulate these blocks of space in the Interests of 
profit and at the expense of communities. Most of the 
endeavors associated with NO RIO have tended to fall under 
the general heading of 'art* in one form or another, but 
there is a larger umbrella under which all this falls, a 
more basic premise encompassing all these activities. It is 
a fairly optimistic premise which flies In the face of things 
JU as they currently exist. The spirit of NO RIO has always 
flourished in contradiction to everything one knew to be 
fj the true state of affairs in the world, yet it is perhaps 
closer to those truer, supressed desires and aspirations 
of those who were forced to live out their lives and make 
them work within 'things as they exist.' In this sense, 
this optimistic spirit posits that all activities within 
ones landscape should serve the interests of the people 
in some way, whether that be in the form of songs or 
sculptures that call attention to the oppressive forces 
acting upon it or in the form of dionysian cabarets 
j|J celebrating the spirit of spontanalty and nonsense as a 
,,i need which is just as valid as the need for affordable 

housing. It is safe to say that the multitude of participants 
3 in NO RIOs history have enthusiastically tried to grasp the 
^ _ world as we hope it will be one day, and make it now, 
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Kathy Acker, Bob bSLIT JS «■"■*•" readings by 
Bimbo ,Rtvas, Tuli *£&*!! lrl *«***» Richard Hell, 
Haring among JSSrl^iSl^S *%«?* "* **™ 
Air Band woSld perform «.h J "" N ° RI ° Aboard 
•playing' cardboaS Tl <mber of tha ba *<l 

XinTtongrpUyed In??* °5 **■*—»*. while 
formatting for eve^t!** J W d6Ck - *«* of the 
are .tlll^S to£y ££ TS? dUr1 " 8 that c ^« 
Party. f or visually Exhibitions I?* 1 ** & Cl ° 8ln « 
axhibition policy and the fetCi ' h %° P<m door 
word readings. By the end SlStxSTS & V^ 
operations had expanded bevond rll 3rd / e « though, 
Becky and Bobby. There waTl fin «gies of Alan, 

to be met, funding had 11 J T" 0peratin « expenses 
writing of R rant nT L ? COme ta out the 

Keeping 8 t^£^l^^ l £5& <tal * taa *- 
leaks and toilets fet luTS^J?" 1 *** » flxln « 
etove for heat in winter JSf ?* the vood °"mlng 
activities on pa^er^o tne ^ST^F ** thm « all ^« 
agencies - seemeS to swllLl kf, "J t0 Various fun ding 
Uttle for anything el« "1 ^n ° f / halr tbne l8avin 8 
Uke administers th^ artist!" T" 1 t0 &•* ffio « 

just wasn't any tSTlS it ' "^ Rabacc *> "there 
•y tune left to pursue our art." 
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•xplow tha events and contradictions of ABC NO RIO. 
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The history of ABC NO RIO has consistently been a 
£E"E tl E" BiCr ° COSn ° f tha Ur8 « """ "tatTwar 

Thtcom a" ^consist 6 ^stZ^?' — ^"^ 
th» Inf...... consist, on one side, of forces representlnK 

guis«!hich it a CaPlt " 1 , a " d «~ ""««»tl*i and the varies 
guises which it assumes in the pursuit of DroFIt n,... « 

include property speculation, bank redlining «rJ^X * T 

other slda have been, tvDicaiiv ^^,««- u 7 

victim rn th. u/r Y ly > those who are not just 

In 2 1 Infringements of property interests, but to 

lives lacKin^^ o \^^ ^ y ^v. h ^i.r:r f r h :'. th ' lr 

of the ■m.SKS: S'JT oViS SLI'T - that 

as cooperation, ethnic or class Irt™^ v 8 . faCtors such 
and information, fostering of cresHvltv' T?"* f r "° ur «« 
instead of building anew/and S3? Ssftc. J**" *" ° ld 
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indiyfd™* llr, r V " "* th ' •»«'«««»«»«•• of the 

.„ " a " Uts "'"' «<• « -any different, .om.tls.es 

conflicting ideas as to what, if anything, can be con™™d 

te^nlS! ^V T" Cl " ar - By 1979 ' •»*«• looking 

working cJLs %esU.nTs 2*f ""J* al ° ng Vlth th « ot1 <^ 
»**• v, residents, been pushed out of formerly 
affordable nleghborhoods . Real estate rfm,!i« . 

rant ess -£ ~ s ^-" 

prop.rty own.r. owJngtack t«.s «•*» "» «" «* -V 
th. insurance money rath.- 7? ~ "' dOWn to collect 
within which a^ommunity u £££.' "^ UCtUral la »°««P* 
and blood individual? 1 * .!?" ' "*"* raa1 ' "*«" 

and blood dreams, tnat^hlf^M PU " UM th,lr r,a1 ' flash 
entir. structure within tl, ° l °" Was 80 * nd *» ic «• «*• 
salient h.k , J * hlch lt operated as to be it. 

us' a™.b?.?X»i£\ C £r' rlatlc ' COnt ^ " an" 
contract; allowing construct of the social 
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